
BEFORE  PROJECT  START

Permits & approvals
New York City

Every city regulates a drone cleaning job a little differently. Here is what each market requires before

work begins — SpiderJet coordinates and files it as part of project planning.
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Requirements vary by site and change over time. SpiderJet confirms and files what your project needs during quote planning.

General information, not legal advice. Last reviewed October 2026.

NYPD drone takeoff & landing permit
Required for every takeoff and landing in the city. Reviewed by NYPD and NYC DOT and filed at least 30 days

before the first flight.

1

FAA airspace authorization
Most of the city sits in LaGuardia, JFK and Newark Class B airspace, authorized per job through LAANC or

FAA DroneZone.

2

Community notice
When the drone records video, affected community boards are notified and notices are posted near each

takeoff and landing site.

3

NYC DOT sidewalk & curb permit
For the van, cones and barriers at the curb or on the sidewalk (Office of Construction Mitigation and

Coordination).

4

Landmarks Preservation Commission
For designated landmarks and historic districts: approval of the cleaning method, usually with a test patch.

5

Wash-water containment
NYC DEP rules keep wash water out of storm drains, so runoff is captured for proper disposal.

6

Cleaning-product compliance
Mold and algae treatments that are registered pesticides follow NYS DEC applicator rules.

7

Property-owner authorization
Written access agreement for the roof, grounds and staging areas.
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